HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Dear Mr Field,
Suspected chemical weapons use in West Papua: OPCW action needed

As you may be aware, the Indonesian armed forces have been accused of deploying chemical

weapons - suspected to be white phosphorus, banned under international law - in West
Papua, its eastern-most territory.

Under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction (the Chemical Weapons Convention), which Indonesia
has signed and ratified, states are banned from using and stockpiling chemical weapons.

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) must be urged to
investigate the issue as an international priority. We request that you immediately send an
official request to the OPCW asking the organisation to verify the incident and
investigate the suspected breach of Indonesia’s obligations under the Chemical Weapons
Convention.

According to photographic evidence, witness testimony and journalistic reporting, on
December 15,2018, in the Nduga Regency of West Papua, the Indonesian National Armed
Forces (TNI) used burn-causing weapons - possibly white phorsporus - on West Papuan
civilians. The alleged use occurred in the context of ongoing Indonesian military and police
operations in the region.

The use of chemical weapons is a matter of great international concern. When such weapons

were deploved in Syria, the world rose in horrified unison. When such weapons have been
used in West Panua, few have taken note. The United Kingdom must take the lead
internationaliy on this issue.

We attach a briefing on the issue from the International Lawyers for West Papua, a group of

respected giobal lawyers, for your information.

We would appreciate if you would inform us as soon as the requisite letters to the OPCW have
been issued.

Yours sincerely,
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Alex Sobel (AF
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